MARLBOROUGH
" King Monmouth, God with him ! " " Take that with you/5
was the rejoinder, and a volley, followed at brief intervals by
a second and a third as each platoon accomplished its ritual,
crashed across the ditch. Grey or his untrained horses, or
both, were stampeded, and scurried in complete disorder
round the flanks of the infantry whom Monmouth was now
leading up at the double, still in column of march. But the
rest of the rebel cavalry had found the plungeon, and were
only stopped at the last minute by Compton and a handful of
the Blues from crossing by it.
Churchill, like Feversham, had had a long day, but he was
awake, armed, equipped, and on the spot. In the absence
of his chief he instantly took command. The rebels, who
halted to deploy about eighty yards short of the rhine, began
to fire wildly across it, while the royal regiments were rapidly
forming. The danger of their bursting into the camp had
been averted; but they outflanked the royal right, and when
their three cannon, under a competent Dutch gunner, began
to fire at a hundred yards into the masses of Dumbarton's
regiment and the ist Guards, men fell fast. Churchill there-
fore rearranged the infantry. He made the two left-hand
battalions march behind the others to prolong his front to the
right, and summoned the artillery. These were very slow;
but the Bishop of Winchester,c Old Patch/ who accompanied
Feversham as spiritual guide, took the horses out of his
coach, and by these six guns were dragged successively to
the critical point. Feversham now appeared upon the scene.
He approved Churchill's arrangements. He gave the ex-
tremely sensible order that the infantry were not to attempt
to advance across the ditch till daylight, and rode to the left
of his line.
Churchill felt the injury Monmouth's artillery was working
at such close quarters upon the infantry. It was probably by
his orders that Captain Littleton, of the Blues, who were spread
about the front, passed the plungeon, formed up on the other
side, and just as the sky was paling with the first light of dawn
charged and captured the rebel guns. He did not., as is
usually stated, lead the charge of this small body himself.
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